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Suffice it here to notice that the exceedingly liberal and
increasingly irreligious atmosphere of Aligarh itself was
eventually and suddenly arrested too. Since 1937, the in-
stitution has come under the domination of the Muslim
League, and its insouciant liberalism has been replaced by
an almost hysterical religious enthusiasm, intolerant and
anti-national. Aligarh was by 1941 the emotional centre of
*Pakistan'; this marked a new phase in the University's life,
and as such will receive separate treatment below91.'
From the beginning and almost throughout the liberal
period, there was a dearth of political consciousness. This
can be traced to Sir Sayyid's influence, and, more exactly, to
those conditions which produced the attitude also in him.
Also, of course, the immediate dependence of the institution
on the British government had its effect, particularly on the
staff. Aligarh was famous for its pro-British gentility. In
1920, however, the nationalist fervour even in Aligarh re-
sulted in the breaking off from the College of the nationalist
element, and the founding of that admirable National Muslim
University (Jami'ah Milliyah IslSmlyah) of which more
below. Again, during the 1930's the India-wide excitement
of students reached Aligarh also, and in place of a loyal
unconcern there appeared political and social agitation. This
progressive tendency was soon superseded by the full-blown
reactionary movement.